
 

Safety in your building 
 
15 March 2022 
 
Grand Union Heights, 
Northwick Road, 
Alperton, 
HA9 
 
Dear residents, 
 
Fire test to take place in May 
 
We held a resident webinar in December and outlined the current status of the 
project. We let you know that we require a specific type of fire test on our 
proposed solution to the issues within the external wall system. This is a BS8414 
fire test which will see a replica of the current structure of the external wall 
system built, with the new cladding/insulation system added. This means that we 
will be able to test how a fire will behave on the specific design we have for Grand Union Heights. 
We’ve said before we think Grand Union Heights may have a unique design in London and therefore 
there is no ‘off the shelf’ solution or test results we can look at.  
 
The lab has let us know they have availability in May 2022 and we’re looking at getting this booked in 
imminently. This sort of test is in quite high demand and so it has been a struggle to find a testing 
laboratory with spare capacity. We’ve had to go to a lab in Ireland in order to get a test date confirmed 
within a reasonable timeframe.  
 
What happens when we have the test outcome? 
The proposed solution will either pass or fail the test. Once we know the outcome, we will then need 
to prepare the next steps. We’ll therefore write to you with the outcome of the test and the next steps 
once we have them. 
 
For information on the fire test and external wall system, you can read the webinar FAQs here: 
https://www.networkhomes.org.uk/media/13499/20211224-guh-webinar-faqs-sent.pdf. This also 
includes a link to a recording of the webinar presentation. 
 
Further support 
If you need further support, you can: 
• Go to the London Fire Brigade’s website, which is offering a free online tool which guides you 

through a fire risk assessment of your home (home visits are available for more vulnerable 
residents): https://www.london-fire.gov.uk/safety/the-home/home-fire-safety/  

• View resources which may help: https://www.networkhomes.org.uk/buildingsafetyresources/  
• Remind yourself of our top fire safety tips, including not using BBQs on balconies: 

https://www.networkhomes.org.uk/advice/health-and-safety/fire-safety-top-tips/  
• Check our document library for your building’s letters and documents – it takes a little while to 

load: https://www.networkhomes.org.uk/guhbuildingsafety/  
• Get in touch with us on customerservice@networkhomes.org.uk if you have any questions.  

 
Kind regards 
Raj Gandecha 
Head of Resident Management (Building Safety) 

A reminder 
Your building’s fire strategy is 
simultaneous evacuation, 
which means you must 
evacuate if you hear the fire 
alarm, even if you think it is a 
false alarm.  
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