
 

Safety in your building 
 
5 August 2022 
 
Grand Union Heights, 
Northwick Road, 
Alperton, 
HA9 
 
Dear residents, 
 
Update on fire tests of external wall system design 
 
We wrote to you to let you know that the fire test date had been moved back to 
late June. This test was delayed again to the end of July due to complications with 
the test taking place before ours. We had to wait for those issues with that test 
to be solved before we could progress with our test.  
 
The first test has now taken place and we are one week into the build of second 
test rig. We are hoping this test will take place in the next couple of weeks.  
 
Once we’ve had the second test and received the written reports, we will be able 
to let you know of the results and what the next steps are. 
 
Why are we having the fire test? 
A short reminder of why we’re doing these fire tests. We believe the construction 
of the external wall system at Grand Union Heights is unique in London. As such, 
we had to come up with a new design solution with our design team that would 
resolve the known issues in the external wall, and also be sufficiently low risk. We 
need to carry out these tests to see how the proposed external wall system would 
behave in a real fire event and to satisfy current building regulations.  
 
Why are we doing two tests? 
Grand Union has two types of cladding, HPL Panels (White/Red) and Red Cedar (Brown). We are 
required to do two fire separate tests for the replacement external wall build-ups. 
 
Further support 
If you need further support, you can: 
• Go to the London Fire Brigade’s website, which is offering a free online tool which guides you 

through a fire risk assessment of your home (home visits are available for more vulnerable 
residents): https://www.london-fire.gov.uk/safety/the-home/home-fire-safety/  

• View resources which may help: https://www.networkhomes.org.uk/buildingsafetyresources/  
• Remind yourself of our top fire safety tips, including not using BBQs on balconies: 

https://www.networkhomes.org.uk/advice/health-and-safety/fire-safety-top-tips/  
• Check our document library for your building’s letters and documents – it takes a little while to 

load: https://www.networkhomes.org.uk/guhbuildingsafety/  
• Get in touch with us on customerservice@networkhomes.org.uk if you have any questions.  

 
Kind regards 
Raj Gandecha 
Head of Resident Management (Building Safety) 

A summary of this letter 
We’ve tested the first of two 
fire tests required for Grand 
Union Heights. The second 
will happen in the next 
couple of weeks and then we 
will share the results.  
 
There was a delay with 
another company’s test 
happening before us, so we 
had to wait for it to be 
resolved before we could get 
started.  
 
A reminder 
Your building’s fire strategy is 
simultaneous evacuation, 
which means you must 
evacuate if you hear the fire 
alarm, even if you think it is a 
false alarm.  
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