
About Thales GTS 

Ground Transportation Systems supports mainline and urban rail within the UK. Working with customers such 
as London Underground and National Rail on large infrastructure and civil engineering programmes ranging 
from telecommunications through to rail signalling and traffic management systems. Video here 

About Get into Transport  

As part of the Prince’s Trust ‘Get into’ programme, ‘ Thales’ Get into Transport’ kicks off for 13 candidates in 
London in the organisation’s Transportation business in May. 

The transport industry is a welcoming and fun environment where employees can broaden their horizons, 
contribute to programmes that have a lasting effect on the daily lives of everyone in the UK and build a 
successful career along engineering or business pathways.  

If you were to come on board with the transport teams at Thales, you could be delivering solutions to 
transform Britain’s journeys on projects such as: 

• Adding capacity to the London Underground network to the tune of 32 trains per hour on the District, 
Circle, Hammersmith & City and Metropolitan lines in Zone 1. You could do this by working trackside 
with our engineers or in the office with our project management and support teams 

• Managing the digital platform that powers the National Rail Enquiries app and website which 
supports 400 million hits per month by UK rail users planning their journeys 

• Bidding for some of the most high-profile transport infrastructure improvements across the UK that 
will be seen for a generation 

Field Based Engineering  

GTS Field Ops  

No of placements: 5 

Location: Field based. Waterloo main base.  

Description: On this placement you will get to know and experience Thales Ground Transportation systems 
whilst learning what it takes to be a Signalling or Telecomm engineer on the railway. You will get an insight 
into engineering from the ground up; and doing so with the help of one of the biggest and best names in the 
industry.  

Office Based Engineering 

Human Factors Engineering  

No of placements: 1  

Location: Westferry Office, London 

Description: The Human Factors team is made up of 8 people across two London offices, working on London 
Underground and Network Rail signalling and communications upgrade projects. It is the job of the team to 
ensure that humans (end users) are considered in all projects to make sure that our systems and products are 
actually usable. For example, in equipment rooms, it is essential for maintainers to be able to access all 
equipment required, e.g. not locate equipment too high, not to have equipment that is too heavy, or to locate 
equipment where a maintainer cannot physically fit to access it. When not in the office, we are often found in 
control rooms or on board trains, high visibility jacket on, hard hat and tape measure in hand. The delegate will 
be supporting the team by developing maintenance design guidelines whilst learning about what human 

http://www.ukearlycareers.thalesgroup.com/


factors is and what we do through a series of training courses with associated learning tasks. The role is 
expected to be office based. 

Design Engineering  

No of placements: 2 

Location: Quadrant House, London 

Description: The key objective of this team is to design and implement safe, reliable and dependable 
engineering solutions that can be deployed, operated, maintained effectively and efficiently while ensuring the 
full protection of life, property and the environment. 

The Hardware and Application Design Team works across the various telecommunications disciplines 
supporting the Connect Contract with London Underground, providing the following services: 

1. Transmission solutions for the London Underground & Railway environments 
2. CCTV solutions for Stations & Depots 
3. Networking Application Design 
4. Integration Design; interfacing with multiple systems including legacy networks 
5. Installation and Test & Commissioning Support 
6. Operational & Maintenance Documentation 
7. Approvals, EMC Technical Construction Files 
8. New product evaluation at our Waterloo test bed 
9. Support for Bid programmes 

Configuration Management  

No of placements: 1 

Location: Quadrant House, London 

Description: The Configuration and Data Management Department are a key part of Engineering who looks to 
record how we build equipment and keep a record of where we have put the equipment on the railways. We 
are working on multiple projects including the 4 Line Modernisation, Manchester Metro, and Network Rail 
Traffic Management Systems. There are about 20 people in our department and we interact with not only the 
Engineering department but other areas of the business such as Installers, Tester and Quality, to ensure that 
all departments have the correct information when they require it. We are the gatekeepers of the information 
and ensure that controls are put in place to ensure we know which is the latest and correct version of 
documents and equipment. 

Business Functions 

Bids Procurement  

No of placements: 1 

Location: Quadrant House 

Description: In this team we take business requirements and shape a supply chain solution to deliver the 
requirements. We work with or Engineering colleagues to identify their needs, carry out supply market 
research, run competitive tenders, select suppliers and then manage suppliers as they deliver products or 
services to Thales. We support bid teams tendering for new business with companies like London 
Underground or Network Rail, and deliver on complex projects such as the Four Lines Modernisation Project. 
Every day is different. We could be negotiating contracts for an installation programme, coming up with ideas 
on how to make our processes more efficient, or visiting a supplier on site.    



Bid & Project Management 

No of placements: 1 

Description:  

Quality Assistant  

No of placements: 1 

Location: Quadrant House & Westferry 

Description: Quality Assurance Department covers the full lifecycle for all projects conducted by our 
transportation division. Definition of Quality:- Meeting the requirements of the customer. We are an 
independent team guiding the business aiming to prevent mistakes and defects in products/projects before 
they occur and focus on the customer. We do this by advising on company business processes, auditing, 
reviewing documentation, supplier approval, conducting customer satisfaction surveys and investigating issues 
that have occurred and always look for ways of continuously improving. 

Supply Chain Support  

No of placements: 1 

Location: Quadrant House, Westferry Circus, Waterloo  

Description: The Supply chain is responsible for managing the associated transport, warehousing and planning 
of all materials to meet programme and production needs whilst minimizing cost. The team currently consists 
of 8 full time members with a further 25 sub-contractor staff supporting warehousing operations. 

 

 


